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Dear Owners 

The Hornbills Newsletter is long overdue, and we 

have much news.  

 

RAINFALL 

After a long and very dry 2013, we were blessed 

with excellent rains. The quality and quantity of 

the grazing is very good, and as a result, the game 

is looking superb. The rains were so good that we 

received 115mm within 1hour 15 mins on 

Christmas eve. This caused much damage to our 

roads and fences, which we are busy repairing. 

  
 

A huge thank you to all the residents who assisted 

in repairing the fence on Christmas Day! 

 

 
Residents repairing boundary fence 

 

GAME 

The kudu numbers took a hard knock (from rabies 

presumably) last year, but seem to be on the road 

to recovery. The oryx and blesbuck bred well, and 

we have seen many calves/kids running around.  

 

Our giraffe population has grown and a new little 

bull calf was born near the end of the year. This 

pushes the giraffe count up to six, which is way 

too many for such a small area. We are looking 

into reducing the giraffe numbers, and are willing 

to donate a pair as well as one young bull to any 

party interested, providing we are assured they go 

to a good home, and the capture and transport 

costs are covered. 



 
Teenage bull calf 

 

BIRD RINGING 

We have in our midst an active conservationist: 

Mr Mike Yates, residing on the Estate since 2013, 

is a keen “birder”, and is involved in ringing of 

birds, mostly raptors.  

 

Mike Yates at Solitaire in May 2012 busy ringing and 

measuring an adult Lanner Falcon. 

If any residents may be interested in watching or 

assisting him in ringing birds of prey on the Estate, 

they are welcome to contact him. 

 

NEW OWNERS 

There has been much interest shown in plots at 

Herboth’s Blick Estate of late. 

 

We welcome proud new owners Mr and Mrs I and 

J Copley (plot 14) and Mr and Mrs K and T 

Kahuure (plot 17). 

 

Completion of construction is taking place at plots 

33 and 38, and new residences are going up on 

plots 14 and 56. Plans for a further three 

residences have been approved, and we await 

onset of their construction. 

 

SECURITY 

Security is always a concern, no matter where one 

resides. We are pleased to say that we have an 

improved security system in place, and we are 

now connected to the Finkenstein Estate 24-hour 

monitoring system. This effectively now provides 

us with the “security monitoring and response 

system” that we’ve required for so long and 

greatly improves the efficiency and the accuracy 

of any call outs.  

 

FIRE HAZARDS 

 

With the approaching dry season we will be 

grading our fence road again to create a fire 

break.  All residents are alerted to the change in 

conditions and to ensure fire breaks around their 

house and to be alert for fire risks around their 

houses and the estate at large. 

 

MANAGEMENT 

 

The board of directors are meeting regularly on a 

monthly basis and are actively engaged in 

managing and improving the estate’s value 

proposition to owners.  The board is facing several 

challenges which they are managing proactively 

and which will be alluded to in more detail at the 

upcoming AGM later in the year. 


